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DISPUTATION XXX.

Concerning first being insofar as it can be cognized by natural reason: what

and what kind of being it 1s.

So far I have chiefly shown that God exists and I have begun to explain
in part what he s, for, as I said, these two matters cannot be entirely sep-
arated in the cognition of God. Now it remains to discuss the remaining
things that directly bear on cognizing what God is. At the same time, I
will explain what kind of being he is and how great he is, for in God there
is no other quality or magnitude than his essence. I assume, moreover,
that we cannot by natural light cognize these things about God as they
are in him, because that cognition cannot come about except through a
clear vision of him, which is not natural to human beings, as I will also
show below. Nor can all these things simply be demonstrated a priori
about God by us, since we can only come to a cognition of him through
etfects. Yet by cognizing one of God’s attributes from its effects, we can
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5. It should be known, nevertheless, that freedom is in one way opposed to slavery, according to the
passages John 8[:36] ‘If, therefore, the son shall make you free ... and Romans 6[:20] ‘When you were
slaves to sin, you were free [of justice]’. In another way it is opposed to necessity. 1 Corinthians
7[:37]: ‘For he who stands steadfast, not having necessity, but having the power of his own will'. And
it is also opposed to compulsion, for he who is compelled is necessitated. And we are asking about
this freedom here, for freewill, as Soto, above, in cap. 15, lib. 5, noted, with the word ‘libet’ having
been said, he is said to be free, as it were, who by his own will (sponte) does whatever pleases him.
Moreover, this freedom consists in this, namely, that a power can issue an act or not issue the act,
once all the requisites for acting have been posited. For example, if an eye was able both to see and
not to see with a visible object in place and the eyelid open, it would be free. The phrase ‘once all the
requisites ..." is included because failing to do an action because of a lack of the object or some other
impediment where something is lacking is also not freedom. 6. Second, it should be noted that this
question can have two senses. The first: whether our will is absolutely free. The second: whether,
given this, our will exercises this freedom in all its acts or only in some and which ones those are.
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Jansenius, Augustinus, Chapter One

The term “predestination” in the Scriptures and in

the fathers means nothing else but “to predefine,”

“to preordain,” “to determine in advance.”

As far as the term “predestination” is concerned, the Scholastics used
to remark that the verb “destinare” is to be understood in two ways:
sometimes as “to send forth,” and at other times as “to resolve in one’s
heart” or “to decide,” the way it is said of Eleazar: “He determined not
to do any unlawful things for the love of life” (2 Mc 6:20, DRA) and
the way it is used in Paul's letter: “everyone as he has purposed in his
heart” (2 Cor 9:7).

Some people claim that the term “predestination” should be understood in the first way,
whereby to predestine is the same thing as

to send forth a given person to eternal life, even before the event itself

takes place. Thus, predestination understood in this way refers to the

[divine] plan to send a rational creature to the final end of eternal life.

Considering that the term includes both the path and the final destination as if they were
the means and the end respectively, a substantial

dispute has arisen on whether predestination applies merely to the final

end, or to the means, or to both: each of these interpretations has had

its share of vocal supporters.
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Ep XII. The Art of Thinking. 453
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“edg which we have by our felves,whether we have
\ttain'd it by Obfervation or Ratiocination, whe-
?'lhur by our Sences or by our Reafon ; which may
©oe generally term’d Reafin, in regard the Sences
. themfelves depend upon the judgment of Reafon or
‘Knowledge 3 the word being here ‘more generally
sken than in the Schoels; for all manner of know-
%ﬁc of #n object drawn from the fame object.
. The other way is the Authority of Perfons wor-
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_-Faith, - Divine and Human.
" Divine Faithcannot be Subje& to etror, becaufe

.that God caa neither deceive us nor be deceiv'd.
- Human Faith is of its-felf fubjelt to ‘error, ‘for
" all Men are Lyars according to Scripture: And be-
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